Section 8

POLAND

INTRODUCTORY NOTE

Germany's relations with Poland have always been characterised by a
profound hatred. For a thousand years Germany^ Drang nach Osten
has come up against the Polish nation, which has never had any desire
voluntarily to renounce the lands of its forefathers. So Germany long
since reached the conclusion that either the Drang nach Osten would
have to be given up, or the Polish nation would have to be exterminated.
History records only two periods of Polish-German rapprochement,
but in both cases Germanfs attitude was insincere, and indicated only
a pause in the German struggle against Poland. The frst instance
occurred at the end of the eighteenth century, when Prussia concluded an
alliance with Poland, but shortly after, with this trump in her hand,
reached an understanding with Russia in regard to the second, and then
the third and final Partition of Poland. The second instance was in
*934> wh*n Hitler concluded a ten-year Pact of Non-aggression with
Poland and was by no means niggardly with his protestations of friend-
ship, and then, having realised his plans in other directions, attacked
Poland in 1939, after assuring Russia a share in the spoils by a Treaty
of 28 September 1939.
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